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Thoughts from the Editor

Creating vs. recreating
One of the sacred cows in model railroading is what type of model railroader are you? People
love to divide themselves into types or classes of a larger overall thing. Are you a prototype
modeler, a proto-freelance modeler or a freelance modeler? Are you trying to create
something that has never existed or recreating something that exists now or perhaps in the
past? Some will say that if it never existed it should not exist in any form. Do look at what you
have created and say to yourself would the real railroads have done this or would this exist in
the real world? These are questions that some people have no problem answering. Their
world is very defined by a set of rules which guide them through every step. For some the
answers are not that easy. This is a hobby that has so many different aspects and interests that in my mind there is never
a set way of doing things. That is what makes this a great hobby! It is not about following a set of guide lines it is about
the journey that each of us takes to achieve a certain goal. I think it's fun to see the approach each person takes in this
hobby, both the creators and re-creators. As much as I enjoy prototype modeling, the layouts that most inspired me in my
early days in the hobby are proto-freelanced or completely freelanced. With the start of a new year, please take the time
to explore and find inspiration from the many aspects of this hobby that you might otherwise never have an interest in.
Those are my thoughts. What are yours?
P.S. Jack Chase is taking a much needed sabbatical for health reasons and will be back soon.
Rick Luther
Newsletter Editor
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
luther7664@comcast.net
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What Happened Last Month

The December 17, 2016 event of the Northern Utah Division featured a presentation on the "History of the Lincoln
Highway and railroads through Parleys Canyon" presented by Dale Angell. Dale provided a rich and interesting overview
of how the highway came about and how it proceeded through Utah. The presentation provided many of the actual points
of interest that still exist in the United States as well as Utah. With Dale's "Toy Man Television" YouTube channel you can
watch some of the fascinating videos on Utah history. Below are a few links to his channel that are worth watching.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws9SQ1lqdDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HM4ScC5X5M4
http://www.good4utah.com/news/local-news/wirth-watching-lincoln-highway-a-hidden-treasure-in-salt-lake-county?

The December event was also a very festive with fun treats and decorations provided by Stan and Janet Jennings. For
show and tell Al Badham brought one his current projects for us to see the progress of a new O scale narrow gauge
passenger car. Our AP Chairman, Jim Wanlass, handed out Merit Awards to Mike Petruzzelli, Al Badham and himself.
Golden Spike Awards were handed to Mike Petruzzelli, Geoffrey Carter and Robert Gerald. Congratulations to everyone
on a job well done.
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Learn Something New

Two Presentations

January

A.C. Gilbert / American Flyer
Presented by Jim Buckley

21st

A short presentation about A.C. Gilbert, manufacturer of American Flyer trains.

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

Modesto & Empire Traction / Western Railway Museum
Presented by Stan Jennings
A short presentation on the history of the Modesto & Empire Traction and the Western Railway Museum

Workshop

February

Create unique and cheap buildings in any scale
Presented by Mike Pettruzzelli

18th

Mike will show us how to create unique and cheap buildings in any scale.

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

Presentation

March

Operations without the Aggravation
Presented by Rick Luther

18th

Learn about using a simple car routing system without all the paperwork and without a lot time
sitting in front of a computer.

3:00 PM - 5:00PM
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Discovery Gateway Project Layout

For those that would like to get some real hands on experience or chance to sharpen your layout
building skills, please consider helping out with the layouts we are building for the Discovery
Gateway. The layouts are being built as an instructional tool that staff can use for educational
programs for children and adults. Each layout is built on wheels so that it can be easily moved in
and out of their public workshop rooms.
Work sessions are scheduled for every Tuesday from 10 am to 12 pm and from 10 am to 12 pm the morning of our
regularly scheduled event on the third Saturday of the month. Please contact Blaine at bholbro1466@earthlink.net or by
phone at 801-580-1459 for more information and to confirm the work session time.
Blaine Holbrook
Director at Large, Northern Division, NMRA
801-580-1459
bholbro1466@earthlink.net
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Division Operations Group News

The DOGs are taking a winter recess until further notice! Keep those thumbs
warmed up as we will be back shuffling cars and cussing at the dispatcher soon.
Jack Chase
Crew Chief -- DOGs
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
Proud Host of the 2019 National NMRA Convention & Train Show
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Achievement Program

It’s that time of year again where people make New Years Resolutions. How
about looking at it with a different spin? Is there a particular model you have been
putting off getting done? I know I have a few that have been “nearly done for ten
years” that for some reason or another just never completed before moving on to
the next one. I’ve said it before, “The AP has helped me finish many projects that
were nearly done.” You don’t have to be actively working on your AP to use this
time of year to set a goal to finish at least one project that has been nearly done
for awhile. If you want, we can evaluate a structure or car, or just verify it (not all
models need to be judged) but we don’t have to. I also urge you to don’t be afraid
to “fix” something if it isn’t working.
I am combining both of these items in a project: finishing it and fixing it at the same time. I have a small MoW speeder kit
that I had installed a decoder and a separate sound only decoder into. It had worked but not that great. Plus I think
something burned out! I started fresh with the mechanism, including adding additional wipers. I found a new sound
decoder among my supplies and after making sure it was running well I am finishing the outside details. I hope to be
finished by the next Division Event and you can see, and hear, it then! What are you working on? Bring it to the Events (or
pictures if it’s too hard to bring) and that way we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass
AP Chairman
ap@northernutahnmra.org
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2019 National Convention News

Savage Rail (Savage, Bingham & Garfield) is on board for our NMRA 2019 Convention.
While Savage only operates from 11pm until 5am Sun-Thurs, they handle trains for 6 shippers;
including Frito-Lay, SME Steel, Interstate Brick and some refineries in NSL. They are based in Midvale
and also switch Welby Rail Yard in West Jordan.
A Google map of the Welby Yard Turntable and roundhouse foundation is also included in this email.
(The Northern Utah Division visited this site several months ago.)
Savage has a long term lease on the track from Union Pacific. The reason they operate from 11pm
until 5am is due to the light rail TRAX system. Crew call is 11pm and first stop is the refineries in NSL while Trax is still
operating. After TRAX stops running about 12:30am-ish, they head to Welby in West Jordan using the TRAX rail and
switch and perform setouts and pick ups from the West Jordan businesses (SME Steel, Interstate Brick, etc) and a run to
Frito-Lay's plant in West Valley City.
Thanks,
Alan Anderson
Convention Chairman
nmra2019slc@outlook.com
www.nmra2019slc.org
July 7-13, 2019 - Mark these dates on your calendars!!!!!
Pictures are courtesy Steve Ellis and Jim Belmont and include: B36-7 #3612; GP38 #8620

Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Intermountain Train Expo News

INTERMOUNTAIN TRAIN EXPO 2017
The Intermountain Train Expo committee has had its first meeting of 2017.
The first scheduled order of business was accepting assignments. There some that are still in flux, so we will have a list
out later. Two positions where we need help -- Hands-On Coordinator and Hands-On Clinic Coordinator. The Hands-On
Clinic Coordinator is a new position. We have had so many requests for hands-on clinics like Al Hovey's clinics at the
Expo, Ron Davies clinics a couple of years ago and Janet Jennings' buildings at a Train Day several years ago, we need
to capitalize on this aspect of the show and we need someone to coordinate the hands-on clinics.
The next scheduled business was goals/ mission statements. This is being worked on, more in a future newsletter.
There were several items of discussion that led to areas of emphasis for the show. We know that about 2/3 of our
attendees are first time attendees or new model railroaders, about 1/3 of our attendees are experienced model
railroaders. Our marketing and advertising efforts will reflect this.
The OT&W show is good marketing opportunity, we need to make the most of it. We were assigned an area about
12'x24' so we planned three activities in the assigned area -- Destruction Derby, Pizza Layouts and Northern Utah
Division/2019 Convention promotion plus we had to allow for an aisle. By working together we build interest in the model
railroading hobby.
Winter Palooza. This is the first HUGE marketing opportunity for the 2017 Intermountain Train Expo, Blaine has more on
this in a separate article.
2018 INTERMOUNTAIN TRAIN EXPO
Some people are surprised that we are already deep into planning the 2017 Intermountain Train Show. Then we tell them
we are working on 2018.
Well, one thing we need to decide by April 2017 -- Friday and Saturday or Saturday and Sunday for 2018. If we go with
Friday/Saturday, setup would be Thursday November 1, 2018 with the show Friday and Saturday November 2&3, 2018. If
we go with Saturday/Sunday, setup would be Friday November 2, 2018 with the show Saturday and Sunday November
3&4, 2018. (Doing a three day show is probably not financially possible.) Your input please, we need to secure our hall(s)
for 2018 in May 2017.
Now you are asking, why Saturday and Sunday in 2016 and 2017? Scheduling constraints because of other groups using
the South Towne Expo Center.
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

2017 Winter Palozza

Winter Palozza 2017!!
This is a major opportunity for us to showcase our Division and the Intermountain Trains show.
Its scheduled for Feb 4th 10 am to 8 pm. Our set up is scheduled for 4 to 8 pm on Feb 3rd. At
this point, we have all volunteer slots filled. I cannot stress out great this can be for us. The Utah
Kids Club sponsored us last November and now we are invited to participate with them. Go
online to winterpaloozautah.com for information about their family show.
Volunteer space is limited so if you would like to help, you will need a ticket to get in. Discount
tickets are online.
They are offering to give us a spot light twice a day for 10 days prior. This includes using a door
prize from our organization at each spot light. Please respond ASAP if you have a good door
prize to offer families. This helps bring in modelers.
Blaine Holbrook
Director at Large, Northern Division, NMRA
801-580-1459
bholbro1466@earthlink.net
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Division News Items

2017 OPHIR, TINTIC & WESTERN SHOW AT THANKSGIVING POINT
The January 2017 Ophir, Tintic & Western Train Show was the best they have had in
several years. The Northern Utah Division, NMRA, had the Locomotive Activity
(Destruction Derby), Pizza Box layouts, the Convention display and, on Saturday, Jim's
Switching Puzzle.
Children of all ages loved the Destruction Derby; it was super seeing the parents,
grandparents and siblings involved with the activity. This activity was quite busy,
sometimes overwhelmingly busy, from opening to closing both days.
The build a Pizza Box layout was also quite successful with several signing up for the
classes to be held monthly at the Discovery Gateway Children's Museum. The QR code on the hand-out is working well,
Blaine received many notices that families had signed up during the show.
Due to circumstances, we had an open space in the Division area Friday so Jim Wanlass brought his Switching Puzzle
Saturday. Except for once, it was not operated traditionally, however the young operators totally enjoyed moving cars
around. Very successful.
During all this activity, the Intermountain Train Expo and the Northern Utah Division were, we hope, successfully promoted.

DIVISION & CONVENTION SHIRTS

Several of us have ordered Division and/or Convention shirts. Ruth had them at the OT&W show, however we did not
have a list of who ordered what. Some were picked up and Ruth was paid for them. If you ordered a Division and/or a
Convention shirt, see Ruth at the Hostlers Festival. Division shirts (all except one, a ladies shirt, have a pocket) are
$22.00, Convention shirts are $20.00 if picked up from Ruth. If there are any shirts not picked up from Ruth at the
Hostler's Festival, the Division will procure them from Ruth, distribute them to the appropriate people -- $27.00 for the
Division Shirts and $22.00 for convention shirts, so save money and see Ruth at the Hostlers Festival.

HOT ROD MAGAZINE
I have been reading Hot Rod Magazine since 1962, I have been a subscriber since 1963 and I now have issues back to
the late 1940s. It is a magazine I always read from front to back, skipping no editorial content.
I was reading the March 2017 issue; like usual, starting from the front. When I flipped from page 9 to page 10 I received
quite a surprise! Pages 10 and 11 are the RODDIN' @ RANDOM pages and recently the theme is Hot Rod Anything! The
vehicle featured this month -- Union Pacific Number 844! The writers did an excellent job illustrating how very impressive
the Number 844 is.

DONATIONS FOR SALE

Remember the list of items donated to the Northern Utah Division, NMRA, in last month's Promontory Post? Now there
are some more. Some have been sold, Geoff Carter will be taking charge of selling the rest. Most of the items will be at
the July Division Event. Cash or checks only.
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

National Narrow Gauge Convention

NATIONAL NARROW GAUGE CONVENTION
The 37th National Narrow Gauge Convention will be held August 30th - September 2nd, 2017
at the Marriott Denver Tech Center Hotel Denver, Colorado
From their website:
Come join us for Colorado Narrow Gauge Adventure!
There is no other place on earth that has the same narrow minded opportunities that we do
here in Colorado. Colorado is known worldwide for the historical preservation of spectacular
sections of the longest and most significant narrow gauge railroads in the United States. We
have special convention attendee rates for most of the major Colorado historical railroad
attractions. Did I mention the Beer? We have more microbreweries than any other state. We
won't go into the other legalized state product that also starts with "b" or “m” you are on your own there. The 37th
Convention will be host to fantastic clinics, model layouts, contests, manufactures, vendors and fellowship come join us in
Colorado!
While a National Narrow Gauge Convention has some differences from a National Model Railroad Association National
Convention, there are a lot of similarities and we can learn a lot about a national convention from the 37th National Narrow
Gauge Convention. Plan on attending, even if you are not "narrow minded", modeling is modeling. There will be at least
one clinic on Utah Narrow Gauge, the Eureka Hill Railroad.
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Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

Bad News. With the amount of precipitation we've had this winter, the roof of the building above us has
started to leak, and we have water in our layout space. We are forced to cancel our open houses for
the foreseeable future, at least until we are able to reach a resolution for the leaks. We will post here
when we are back up and running.
We now have a new website that we will be updating with new content! Check it out at
www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org
Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
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Classifieds

Super-V Cradle
Made of soft foam, the uniquely designed Super-V Cradle holds your model firmly in any position, yet won't damage fine
detail. Ideal for painting, weathering, working on couplers, wheelsets, and more. Measures 12"L X 4"W X 2"H.
Only $9.95. + $2.00 S/H. www.kissmethodinc.com
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them that
will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!
Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your
information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by email at:
professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/
Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah, uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact the
club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info
Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter
contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website
at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm
Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s Museum
of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 3rd Saturday’s of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at (801)
641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website at www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org
Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/
HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville. Contact
Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com
Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union Station.
Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website at http://hostlers.org
O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Alan Badham by phone at: (801) 975-0367. Visit their website at http://theoscaleguys.tripod.com/
Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street, Orem) at
7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit their website
at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden
Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets at Ogden Station and is presently in the midst of a 20+ year restoration project of the D&RGW #223. Visit their website
at http://www.trainweb.org/GoldenSpikeLRHS/index.html
South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85, two
blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Trackers – This HO/HOn3 club meets at the Tooele Railroad Museum (35 N Broadway, Tooele) on Saturdays from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm (from Memorial
Day to Labor Day). During the off-season, club members may meet for maintenance/upgrades to the layout, as weather permits. Contact Cindy Meiser by
phone at: (801) 966-7411 or by mail at: 512 Crockett Drive Kearns, Utah 84118. Visit their website at http://trackersmodelrrclub.org/
Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Allen Carter by email at: Utahfreemo@aol.com
Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS mail at:
4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401
Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS mail
at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040
Utah Live Steamers – Formed in 2007 and in May of 2014 the name The Salt lake and Utah Railroad Historic Society was added. Our railroad will be
located in Saratoga Springs – Shay Park, which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature is the abandonded railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western
Railroad Fairfield branch. Our track gauge will be 7.5" and 1.6" scale Live Steam and Diesel Locomotives. There will be 3,000' of track and we plan to have
trains operating by summer-fall 2016. Anyone who wishes to help, please contact Mike at cmry@sfcn.org or 801-798-0241 Visit their website
at http://uvls.org/
Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah. Meets
the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website at http://utahtca.com
/default.htm
Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - Contact Bob Gerald by phone at: (801) 864-0174
Wasatch Z Scale Model Railroad Club – Currently reorganizing. Interested parties may send email to: superintendent@nmrawasatch.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent:

Jack Chase

Assistant Superintendent:

Fred Baney

Treasurer:

Stan Jennings

Board of Director:

Jim Wanlass

Board of Director:

Steve Moore

Board of Director:

Geoff Carter

Board of Director:

Blaine Holbrook
Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing:

Steve Moore

Convention Chairman:

Alan Anderson

Achievement Program:

Jim Wanlass

Division Operations Group (DOG's):

Jack Chase

Presentation & Workshop Coordinator:

Stan Jennings

Layout Tours:

Pete Harmon

Division Librarian

Robert Arnesen

Secretary

Janet Jennings

Newsletter Editor

Rick Luther
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

NEW LOCATION!
Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the
Discovery Gateway Children’s Museum
at the Gateway Shopping Center
444 West 100 South, Salt Lake City
from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
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Northern Utah Division of NMRA
Discovery Gateway Children 444 West 100 South
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
www.northernutahnmra.org
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