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Thoughts from the Superintendent

The Northern Utah Division continues to move forward! We are progressing very well in
moving our Train Expo to the South Towne Expo Center. We are learning all that we are
able to from those that have put on successful shows. The signs for the Expo this Fall are
all great! If you wish to be a part of our "new look" please contact our chairman, Stan
Jennings, and offer your help.
Our plans for moving our monthly Event venue and also progressing well. In March, we will
assemble the entire Board of Directors there for our monthly Board Meeting prior to the
Event which will occur at the Jordan Valley Medical Center as usual. The reason you ask?
We want to evaluate the place and insure that it meets our expectations. Stay tuned!
Lastly a word about our progress on the 2019 NMRA National Convention progress. The various teams are pulling
together. Clinics have been located (Steve et al have upwards to 50 clinics at this point!). Non railroad activities are
being identified. We are about to order a display for use at the NMRA Nationals for the next 3 years. All in all, we
moving forward. It is getting more and more exciting. Again, Alan Anderson, our National Convention Chairman, would
welcome your calls to volunteer.
Those are my thoughts. What are yours? I'd love to hear from you
Jack Chase
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
801-323-1148
jack.r.chase@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

The February 20th, 2016 event of the Northern Utah Division featured a presentation and workshop by Karin Gerald on a
method for making quick and easy trees. By using some simple materials like bamboo skewers, a furnace filter, spray
paint, glue, hair spray, flocking and a few common tools, you can create a forest in no time at all! Karin explained her
method cutting the furnace filter into small squares and using the skewers to as the main trunk of the tree. The furnace
filter is then trimmed to give a better representation of pine tree. The tree is then painted with a dark brown, gray or
black spray paint. Once the paint has dried, cover the tree with hair spray and apply green flocking. You can make a few
adjustments by trimming or adding more flocking as needed. At the end of the presentation attendees had a chance at
playing Mother Nature by creating their own trees. Thank you to Karin and her capable assistant Bob for a very
informative and fun workshop!

Our AP Chairman, Jim Wanlass, brought in a very nicely detailed diorama for everyone to view. Jim had the school
building on the diorama reviewed for a structure merit award. The structure is another step on his way to achieving a
Master Model Railroader Award.
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Learn Something New

March

Presentation

19th

Building the Canadian Northern Pacific
Presentation by Greg Butters

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

His wife's grandfather worked on the railroad from 1915-1919. He photographed and
documented some of the construction.

Presentation

April

Scratch Building Rolling Stock
Presented by Al Badham

16th

Learn from one of Utah's master model builders the techniques for building beautiful, fine
detailed and award winning rolling stock!

3:00 PM - 5:00PM
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Discovery Gateway Project Layout

On March 19th at 10 am to 12 pm, we will be working on the Discovery Gateway children’s museum’s
layout. We will be removing old track and roadbed. If there is time, we will start rerouting track sub
roadbed. We need 5 volunteers and one expert to help. Please contact me at
bholbro1466@earthlink.net. my phone is 801-580-1459.
Blaine Holbrook
Director at Large, Northern Division, NMRA
bholbro1466@earthlink.net
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Division Operations Group News

In February, the DOGs met at Gary Peterson's Salt Lake Southern for a terrific
operating session. Everyone had a ball and I do not think we screwed Gary's layout too
much! We will be going to Willard Johnson's newly modified layout in March. The
DOGs have added a few new members to the crew pool All in all it is a great
organization. If you want to learn to operate on a bunch of different terrific layouts with
great people, give me a call and get on the crew roster.

Jack Chase
Crew Chief -- DOGs
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
Proud Host of the 2019 National NMRA Convention & Train Show
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Layout Tours

Saturday April 9th, 2016
1 PM to 4 PM
Jack Chase
Weber Canyon Union Pacific RR
Location:267 Second Av, Salt Lake City, UT
Contact: Jack Chase at 801-231-9614 or jack.r.chase@gmail.com
Jack Chase’s L shaped Z scale layout is changing. Since we last visited this layout in 2011,signal installation is in
progress along with changes in scenery and structures.

Rules: There is no handicap access. There is no smoking inside. There is a
bathroom available. Children need to be well behaved and supervised.
Parking is on Second Avenue or the cross streets. The layout can handle
around 6 visitors at time. Entry is through the front door on the second floor
and there are 21 steps up. Questions are welcome. Please feel free to take
pictures.
Etiquette: When visiting, don’t criticize and don’t touch the equipment. Stay
as long as you like, being mindful of other visitors Please sign the guest
book.
Carpool: Second Av. Is one way east and parking may be tight on the street.
For more information, contact Pete Harmon at pharmon@bestweb.net or at 914-319-0430.
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Intermountain Train Expo

NEW NAME! - NEW LOCATION!
Work on the Intermountain Train Expo continues with meeting and assignments.
We now have a finalized poster that will be posted at various locations and our
new show website is up and running. HELP! While some jobs will no longer be
necessary because of the change in venue, others will require more, much
more manpower. Please step forward and give us a hand.
November 5th & 6th, 2016
South Towne Expo Center - 9575 State Street Sandy, Utah
Show hours: Saturday 9 AM to 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission: $10.00@ at the door, $8.00@ on-line, $5.00@ special services.
Children twelve and under free. (Special services include military, police and fire
personal and their spouse.)
www.intermountaintrainexpo.com
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Achievement Program

When I found out where the Layout Tour was going to be in March I was excited!
Rick Luther has earned his Golden Spike and I know is interested in earning
other certificates in the AP Program to eventually earn his MMR. I know he does
good work and l was really looking forward to seeing more of it in person! I knew
he had a blog so I looked it up and watched his YouTube videos. My first thought
was that he probably has, or is close to completing, his Civil and Engineering AP
Certificates. I sent him an email and we talked about it at the next Division Event.
Yes, he is really close and didn’t even realize it until I emailed him! Then when
talking later realized because of his blog, videos, clinics and other efforts, he is
also close to his Author Certificate!

How many of you are in the same boat: You have done a lot of work and don’t even realize you might have earned a
particular certificate, or are extremely close? Maybe all you need to do is the paperwork or some small item. When I was
visiting the layout of Jim Harper, MMR in the St George area, he said someone told him that he was doing all that work
so he thought he might as well get credit for it! Even if you don’t “seek the credit” for your work, I have found it helpful to
share what I am doing. I have one webpage that has over 15,000 views with people from all over the world thanking me
because it helped them with something they were working on.

I know a lot of you are not interested in the AP Program but was surprised when I was talking to a friend that said he
didn’t even bother to read my monthly article! I don’t write it every month to try to “sell” you on it! Most of the time I even
have to try hard to tie the AP into what my thoughts are that month! Often I feel I just ramble on but hopefully have
some type of thought to convey that might be of use or interest to you. This month it is about the AP and how even
though you might not be “going for it” you might actually be close to “achieving it” anyway!!!

The real beauty of this hobby is that there are so many aspects to it! The AP Program is meant to expand what you are
interested in and grow your skills at the same time. You may not achieve what you would consider to be a master
locomotive builder but you can still earn the Master Builder - Motive Power Certificate. In doing so you might find a new
skill and really like it. You may also figure out you don’t like it all that much but you would be able to say “been there,
done that” if you do get it :-)

That brings me back to Rick’s layout. The room is 10’ x 19’ with around the walls running, double deck with a helix
connecting the decks. The swing gates were pretty cool too. The scenes that were finished were awesome and plenty of
unfinished areas to provide lots of fun yet to come! He has a unique system for operating and an area I called a “minimole” - I’m not sure what he officially calls it :-) It’s not a huge layout but based on his chosen prototype it fits perfect in
his space and provides a lot of fun! I love seeing the large layouts but smaller ones like Rick’s are something more of us
can actually achieve. It inspires me of what I can do! When he has his first official operating session I want to be there!

I’m sure there are more layouts in our Division that are not complete but able to run trains. We can learn from them and
be inspired from them, which by the way is what the AP is also about. “Did you see what I did there?” - A movie quote
my son likes. Contact Pete or anyone in the Division leadership if you might be ready to share your layout. Getting to
know each other a little better and sharing our talents is important. By letting your peers into your home to see your own
personal layout might be intimidating but it is truly the best way we can enjoy the journey together.

Jim Wanlass
AP Chairman
ap@northernutahnmra.org
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New Division Rolling Stock

2016 DIVISION CAR
The Utah Poultry Producers Association was formed in 1923 to improve the quality of eggs. The association was very
successful, Utah's "Milk White" Eggs commanded the highest prices in the leading markets of the country. Most of the
eggs were shipped to market (New York City was a major market) in Utah Poultry Producer refrigerator cars reproduced
in HO scale by Accurail for the Northern Utah Division, NMRA. We have a photograph with numbers 6198, 6199, 6202
and 6205 and another showing at least nineteen Utah Poultry Producer cars (no numbers are readable). The Northern
Utah Division car is numbered 6199 and renumbering decals are available. The renumbering decals include 6198 and
6200-6209 and for those who would like to continue the year car-numbering tradition, 2016. The cars did arrive just
before the Hostlers Festival, several were picked up then, and the rest will be available for purchase and pick-up at the
Northern Utah Division, NMRA, event on March 19, 2016.   Each car is $35.00 with $5.00 additional for shipping, if
necessary.

To reserve your car please contact Stan Jenning at 801-967-0999 or order from our website
http://northernutahnmra.org/club-car/.
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Modeling Tips and Tricks

Medicinal Model Railroading
By Rick Luther
As we grow older with this hobby, the one thing that seems to be a constant is the need for prescribed medication. Now
hopefully, model railroading will relieve our stress and make us happier and healthier. As I have discovered that is not
always the case. So here I am taking these pills and voodoo concoctions that will make me live longer. Now I have an
ever expanding collection of empty pill bottles. It’s nice that these can now be easily thrown in the recycle bin (Please
remember to remove the label with your information on it).
Another way of recycling these is use them for various tasks around the layout. The most obvious and common use is as
a storage container. They are great for storing all those little bits and pieces of model railroad minutia.

On my work bench, I needed something to hold pens and brushes to keep them off the bench top surface. I took one of
the larger bottles and drilled a small hole in the bottom and screwed it to my work surface. Viola, I had a nice storage
container that didn’t take up much room.

Probably the most useful part of these containers that I have found is the caps themselves. The caps are great for
holding paint. Pour a small amount of paint from the jar or bottle and dip the brush in the cap. It makes it a lot easier to
get just the right amount of paint on the brush without having to wipe the excess off. They also are wonderful for mixing
small amounts of paint to get just the right color for weathering and detail parts.

When I am working on project that requires white or wood glue, I will use the caps as a temporary holder for the glue.
Again, it is much easier to get just the right amount of glue to complete the job. I used to place a small amount of glue
on a piece of paper or cardstock while working on projects. I can’t count the number of times I placed my hand or arm in
that small puddle of glue and really became attached to my project.
The final advantage for using the caps is the ease of cleanup. If the paint or glue had developed a hard surface or
dried, I simply throw the cap away.
Happy Modeling!
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Division News Items

A SPECIAL REQUEST
From Blaine Holbrook
I would like to buy some of the Bamberger box cars sold in 2012. Does anyone want to sell them? I will pay $5 more
than the selling price. I would like to purchase three. Please contact me at our monthly event or by email at
bholbro1466@earthlink.net

DONATIONS FOR SALE

Remember the list of items donated to the Northern Utah Division, NMRA, in last month's Promontory Post? Now there
are some more. Some have been sold, Geoff Carter will be taking charge of selling the rest. Most of the items will be
at the March 19 Division Event. Cash or checks only.
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

The Golden Spike Train Club table at the recent 2016 Hostler Model Railroad Festival

Saturday, March 19th from Noon to 4:00 PM
We are having an open house of our layout at 840 North Beck Street in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Everyone is invited!
It is with sadness that we at the Golden Spike Train Club have to give the news of the death of longtime member Tim Azelia. Tim was a dedicated modeler of all types of transportation. His models
showed a high standard of craftsmanship and dedication. He will be greatly missed
Visit our website at http://goldenspiketrainclub.org/
or like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
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South Weber Model Railroad Club

South Weber Model Railroad Club at the 2016 Hostler Model Railroad Festival

We're getting ready for our first official run day at Canyon Meadows park on March 19!
Be sure to bring your friends and family members!
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2019 NMRA National Convention

2019 NMRA National Convention & Train Show
The 2019 National Convention Committee has met and is working on display ideas for the 2016
National Convention in Indianapolis. We will have a booth in Indy promoting the 2019
Convention. Alan will be headed to Atlanta, February 19th and 20th for the mid-year NMRA
Board meeting and will be meeting with the Meetings and Train Show leaders to discuss some
options and ideas and work on our preliminary 2019 convention budget. We are still looking for
a few leader volunteers to assist in our responsibilities which include:
Layout Tours (location and contact information of interested layout
owners)
Rail Activities (location and contact information of railroad related
activities)
Non-Rail Activities (locations and contact information of non-railroad
related activites)
Volunteer list (We'll need leaders and support people until about a year
before when we need to solicit convention week volunteers)
Clinics are already being lined up, contact information gathered and
topics considered.
If you know of someone who has a layout AND is interested in hosting a layout tour, fill out this form here:
https://goo.gl/qzIJzd (Type the link in your favorite web browser exactly as written)
Our new convention website is up and will be updated with new information. You can view the website at
nmra2019slc.org
Questions, Comments, Suggestions or concerns, please contact Alan Anderson, Convention Chair at
nmra2019slc@outlook.com or call 801-971-5341.
Thank you,
NMRA 2019 SLC Convention team
There are opportunities to see a convention in action with the following locations for NMRA National Convention sites:
2016:
2017:
2018:
2019:

Indianapolis, IN - July 3-10, 2016
Orlando, FL - July 2017
Kansas City, MO - Dates pending
Salt Lake City, UT - July 7-13, 2019 - Sesquicentennial of the driving of the Golden Spike

Alan Anderson
2019 Convention Chairman
nmra2019slc@outlook.com
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Classifieds

Super-V Mini Cradle
The Mini Cradle is just right for Z scale and N scale. The unique V shape gently holds cars and engines in any position
without harming delicate details. The Super-V Mini Cradle measures 12 inches long, 1 inch high, and 2 inches wide.
$5.95 + $2 S/H ea. K.I.S.S. Method Inc. www.kissmethodinc.com. 9199 So. Mountain Laurel Ln. West Jordan UT 84081.
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one
of them that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!
Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include
your information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact
your club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill
by email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/
Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah,  uses the T-Trak modular system.
Contact the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info
Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their
newsletter contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their
website at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm
Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old
Children’s Museum of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 3rd Saturday’s of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark
Forslund by phone at (801) 641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website
at http://goldenspiketrainclub.org
Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/
HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in
Grantsville. Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com
Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic
Union Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their
website at http://hostlers.org
O Scale 3 Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Alan Badham by USPS mail at 3061 Bonnie Brea Ave, Salt Lake City, UT 84124 or by
phone at: (801) 278-1004 Visit their website at http://theoscaleguys.tripod.com/
Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State
Street, Orem) at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 4468161 Visit their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the
Golden Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets at Ogden Station and is presently in the midst of a 20+ year restoration project of the D&RGW
#223. Visit their website at http://www.trainweb.org/GoldenSpikeLRHS/index.html
South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84
exit #85, two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Trackers – This HO/HOn3 club meets at the Tooele Railroad Museum (35 N Broadway, Tooele) on Saturdays from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm
(from Memorial Day to Labor Day). During the off-season, club members may meet for maintenance/upgrades to the layout, as weather
permits. Contact Cindy Meiser by phone at: (801) 966-7411 or by mail at: 512 Crockett Drive Kearns, Utah 84118. Visit their website at
http://trackersmodelrrclub.org/
Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Allen Carter by email at: Utahfreemo@aol.com
Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by
USPS mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401
Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by
USPS mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040
Utah Live Steamers – Formed in 2007 and in May of 2014 the name The Salt lake and Utah Railroad Historic Society was added. Our railroad
will be located in Saratoga Springs – Shay Park, which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature is the abandonded railroad grade of the Salt
Lake & Western Railroad Fairfield branch. Our track gauge will be 7.5" and 1.6" scale Live Steam and Diesel Locomotives. There will be 3,000'
of track and we plan to have trains operating by summer-fall 2016. Anyone who wishes to help, please contact Mike at cmry@sfcn.org or 801798-0241 Visit their website at http://uvls.org/
Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern
Utah. Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm
Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - Contact Bob Gerald by phone at: (801) 864-0174
Wasatch Z Scale Model Railroad Club – Currently reorganizing. Interested parties may send email to: superintendent@nmrawasatch.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent:

Jack Chase

Assistant Superintendent:   

Fred Baney

Treasurer:

Stan Jennings

Director-at-Large:

Jim Wanlass

Director-at-Large:

Steve Moore

Director-at-Large:

Geoff Carter

Director-at-Large:

Blaine Holbrook
Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing:

Steve Moore

Convention Chairman:

Alan Anderson

Achievement Program:

Jim Wanlass

Division Operations Group (DOG's):

Jack Chase

Clinic Coordinator:

Stan Jennings

Layout Tours:

Pete Harmon

Division Librarian

Robert Arnesen

Secretary

Janet Jennings

Newsletter Editor

Rick Luther
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the
New Jordan Valley Medical Center West Valley Campus
(Same location as the old Pioneer Valley Hospital)

from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
at the Hospital's Administrative Conference Room
3460 South Pioneer Parkway in West Valley City
(4200 West 3500 South)
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Jordan Valley Medical Center West Valley 3460 Pioneer Parkway, West Valley City Utah 84120
editor@northernutahnmra.org
www.northernutahnmra.org
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